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Bl Tejon Indisne,Califoriia,.

The dttorney General,
Waehington, U.C.

Sir:

Preliminery to errrying ocu$ our plam 3o vee whether o [

£ sA=AEs

éatiefuctnry settlement could be made by sgreesent with the

ownere o7 the ‘exicen grent upon which the Tejon lauisns are
gattled, lefore bringiug vuit, we thought it deeirsble thot ir. -
Proper, ss well ve mygalf, ve femlliar with the =itustio: on the

ground. e and &, therelors, rant tc the Tejon ranch this week

e

. wlth fir. C,otte, Superviging ingineer < the indien aervica:>

ifter goln  over tae indivn londs and tulking to the Chiaf, we
endesvored to opan nezotlietione with the owners of the rench
through tne rggldent nunacar, °‘r Lopez, Jde :sae sbgent, v we

talked with iixr. de Hillisr. e lesruea Trow thils gentlemsn that

< g

#r, Lopez doubilage woulc not wisp L0 40 into v matter of this sory,
nd thot %wa¢  roper m.n ¢ vee wo.ld be Harry Chandler, vho i: one
of the owners oand, so0 far 9 we Gould Iins out, tne sctive executlive
head ol ti:e syndiecsute. wr. -hisndlear, we he s just found on resurn-
ing to Loe .n _aler, le empected htck here om ay 7th, he belng now
in the eswst. 1t if our ,lun 1o res him 8t Lhe first oupsrtunity on

his return.
i took advantage»cf our belny in Bakersfield and at Porter-

ville to see "r. Bmaons, wno hue on veveral occasiong ascted as 8%~
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.torney for the lndions, =2nd seversl othery who heve ehown apn inter-

est in protaecting the lndisns’ rights. k%a aleo sow Mr. Virtue, the

superintendent ol the Tule hiver Indlun Zeservetion, under whose

Sra

juriedliction these Yejon Indlzns coma.}
On suy trip e learneu r.ore svout & project for the

~ounty'e egtabliching & wchool for these lndlane sbout which r.

‘roger heor.i zumething +hile in “ashington recently. The Super-

RS S
33% RN

intendent 7 Irheols in ou¥er field, lr. Le3. Chenowsth, told use

-

thut the plurn wm:zg to awore th: ranch company lesze L+ she vounky
two acres o ilwad fo rohaol rurposee. Lt seems $0 ue thet 1t
g.le¢ he gleurlys vnwise *or the “overnment to hecome 2 purty in
uny war §4 rulh u lesve o7 cperova it i: it covered lond now
ocoupied by uhe indlene or which we cleim seg ri-hifully covered
K%% by the indiecune’ title o©f "occupency ond fopeession, vnlese the leusge -
clearly thowes that it did no% denw the Indiane’ title snd merely
expressec tho willingnese 0! tha ranch ownery who have fthe fee title
to have tne lond in question ﬁéed for rchool purpaees. Ue suppoes

thet any leass thet the rameh owsers woula he »illing ta ‘ive would not

-

veke thewe dletinetions wne £o the Jovernment's taking -sr¥ in the

S =

county’e ueccerting evch s len:e might involve s zort of recognition
¢f u complets citle snd rigikbt 5 wccupancy in these rench ownere,

e huve fherziora cuelled irig 30 the vitent o6 0of the Jommiseionery

=

of Indlen .ffelre snd hsve sdvised him bo gusTd sgalnst any such !
reczuli, Vur understandin: iz thei the couniy expects tne Governnant

to pay ¢ iy’ 3 the coest 01 erscting o school building, und our

sugregtion t¢ th.4 i thi; it done or ii the Sovernment in any

other way tokeyv ,art in tho matter, 4t do so in yuch o way as %o
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show thet it doer not recognize the ranch owners' fee title to
the excluclon of the Inddsne' occupancy title.

¥e siall, o cource, report ar soon ugz we have had our
confervanse with ir, Chendler. |

hespectfully,

special sucigtunt to the Attorney Seneral.

@
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